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Spokane Produce is an independent family owned and operated company. We have been in
business since the early 1940’s, providing the finest quality produce available and the highest
level of customer service in the Northwest. We believe in a sincere and honest partnership with
our customers and realize that this relationship is what fosters growth and cooperation between
a customer and a sales person and the company he represents. At Spokane Produce, we take
great pride in being the market leader and trendsetter when it comes to all aspects of the
produce industry. In addition, we are committed to assisting our customers to excel in the same
manner. This gives them the ability to provide their customers with the highest level of quality
and service.
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Greetings Kerri,
Enclosed is our proposal for: INVITATION TO BID-PRODUCE

Providing the freshest, highest quality produce available along with superior customer service to
area schools is a responsibility and a privilege that Spokane Produce takes to heart. Among those
schools purchasing fresh produce from us are; Pasco schools, Ellensburg schools, Selah schools,
East Valley Yakima schools, Naches schools, Coeur d’Alene schools, Newport schools, Priest
River schools, Boundary County schools, Dayton schools and Superior Montana schools.
Included in this proposal is a list of school district references.

Spokane Produce is an independent family owned and operated company. Spokane Produce is
also 100 percent Minority Owned. Seventy years ago, on the energetic vision of Shozo Higashi,
Spokane Produce was founded. What started then as a grower cooperative is now one of the
signature produce suppliers in the United States. Since the early 1940°s, Spokane Produce has
been providing the finest quality produce available and the highest level of customer service in
the Northwest. We service a 1000-mile geographic radius spanning the states of Washington,
Idaho, Montana, parts of Oregon and Wyoming. We believe in a sincere and honest partnership
with our customers and realize that this relationship is what fosters growth and cooperation
between a customer and a supplier.

Spokane Produce has continued to grow as a wholesale produce distributor for approximately 80
years. This long period of continued growth establishes the fact that Spokane Produce has the
ability, skill and knowledge to deliver to our customer base the wide selection of fresh produce
that consumers demand. We can also provide the service and additional support that enables our
customers to excel. There have been numerous capital improvements made to our facility as well
as additional staff added to accommodate this growth.

At Spokane Produce, we take great pride in being the market leader and trendsetter when it comes
to all aspects of the produce industry. In addition, we are committed to assisting our customers to
excel in the same manner. This gives them the ability to provide their customers with the highest
level of quality and service.

When we analyze new programs or products, we look at what provides the finest results and
value to the end user, your customer. For example, Spokane Produce utilizes the latest
technology in pressurized banana ripening rooms that enable us to deliver to our customers a
longer lasting banana. We have “state of the art” processing equipment and the latest in computer
support abilities. We have a highly experienced buying staff, as well as a sales staff experienced
in retail merchandising and food service/institutional sales that is available to assist our customers
at any level of the produce industry. Spokane Produce endeavors to achieve total company
involvement from our office staff to our shipping and receiving department, delivery personnel,
fleet maintenance, and our processing department staff, which enables all of our departments to
have a better understanding of our customer’s needs on a wide and broader spectrum.

At Spokane Produce, quality goes well beyond the mere selection of specified grades for produce.
Freshness, for example — how long has it been since the product was harvested. Even the best
grades will deteriorate and lose flavor if freshness is not a top priority. Has the product been




handled correctly during harvest, shipping and warehousing? Improper temperatures, improper
handling and storage can accelerate the rate of deterioration for fresh produce. Even the best
grades of produce are subject to flavor loss and deterioration with improper temperature and
handling. Flavor, taste and texture are what bring the consumer back for more. How many school
children leave their partially eaten apple on their plate because of a soft mealy texture or lack of
flavor? The purchasing staff at Spokane Produce seeks out the freshest, the highest quality of
fruits and vegetables available, purchasing grades exceeding U.S. Number 1. Freshness is a
quality factor as critically important as grade. Our purchasing staff does not look for the lowest
prices available; they look for the best value — the freshest, highest quality available. The
dividend is greater customer satisfaction. The consumer enjoys and appreciates the fresh flavors
and textures of superior grades and better-quality fruits and vegetables. More is consumed, less is
wasted, equaling better value to the consumer and better value to our school customers.

Spokane Produce is one of the few suppliers dedicated to taking the time and effort in developing
a strong supplier/customer relationship on a long-term basis. At Spokane Produce, we believe we
can provide our customers with an honest relationship, the finest quality fresh produce and related
products and the best-administered program available. We look forward to building a
relationship with you and can assure you with absolute confidence that you’ve made the right
choice for your supplier.

Respectfully,

Craig Higashi
Owner, President, CEO
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INVITATION TO BID - PRODUCE

Sealed bids to provide produce will be received by the Clerk of the Board, Post Falls School District No. 273, at
the School District Office, 206 W. Mullan Avenue, PO Box 40, Post Falls, Idaho, 83877. Sealed bids must be
received by 9:00 a.m. on August 4, 2021 and must be marked “Sealed Bid — Produce”. Proposals received
after this time will not be considered. Proposals will be opened and publicly read on Wednesday, August 4,
2021, at 9:00 am at the Post Falls School District Office, 206 W. Mullan Avenue, Post Falls, Idaho.

Additional details can be requested in writing up to 10 days in advance of the bid closing date at Post Falls
School District No. 273, PO Box 40, Post Falls, Idaho, 83877. All bids must be on the forms furnished; all
blank spaces filled in, and signed with the name and address of the Bidder. No unqualified bids will be read.

The Board of Trustees reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids or portions thereof, and to waive any
formality which is deemed to be in the best interest of Post Falls School District No. 273.

Kerri Zeller, Clerk of the Board
Post Falls School District No. 273

Publication dates: July 21 & July 28, 2021

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require altemative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they
applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available
in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
(AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda. gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
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GENERAL CONDITIONS

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:

Notices, conditions and specifications issued incident to the proposal to provide produce for the 2021-2022 school year,
described herein, together with the purchase policies of Post Falls School District No. 273, on file for examination in the
Office of the Director of Business Operations, shall form a part of the contract conditions.

NATURE OF CONTRACT:

Specifications are technical for purposes of establishing high standards of line item material purchasing. Bidders shall
indicate the manufacturer's brand names where specified in their proposals. All items bid or under contract stipulate there
is no guarantee, promise or commitment to any quantity estimated or service to be rendered other than materials, supplies,
equipment or labor authorized by direct orders.

Contracts for purchase will be put into effect by means of a purchase order executed by the Director of Business
Operations after tabulations are compiled and approval is made by the Board of Trustees. Contracts will be for the 2021-
2022 school year and the 2022 summer meal program.

The bidder who is awarded the bid may, at his option, subcontract to other suppliers as he deems necessary. All billing for
all products awarded by this bid must be a single monthly billing from the bidder who is awarded the bid. The successful
bidder will be responsible for all actions of his subcontractor.

The Buy American provision was added to the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) by Section 104(d) of the William F.
Goodling Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-336). Section 12(n) to the NSLA (42 USC
1760(n)), requiring school food authorities (SFAs) to purchase, to the maximum extent practicable, domestic commodity
or product.

The Buy American provision (7 CFR Part 210.21(d)) is one of the procurement standards SFAs must comply with when
purchasing commercial food products served in the school meals programs. We require that suppliers certify the food
product was processed in the U.S. and certify the percentage of U.S. content, by weight or volume, in the food component
of processed food products supplied to us.

QUALITY OF MATERIALS:

IT IS SPECIFICALLY UNDERSTOOD THAT PRODUCTS OFFERED AT THE TIME OF BIDDING SHALL BE
EQUAL TO THOSE SPECIFIED. Substitutions or major alterations must be clearly indicated upon the bid response
sheet at the time of bid submission and a sample is required.

All pricing will be priced to the unit of measurement specified herein or the bid will not be considered.

SAMPLES must be submitted with the name of Company origin and/or Broker/Manufacturer origin clearly marked on all
samples for proper consideration. For best consideration, samples should be submitted by August 2, 2021.

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE:

Refer all questions to Becky Elmore, Director of Child Nutrition at (208) 773-1625 or e-mail her at: relmore@sd273.com.
Contact with other District staff, Board of Trustees, or Administration will be by written permission only.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



AMENDED - SEE DELIVERY CLAUSE
RESPONSIBILITY OF VENDOR:

Vendor must supply references as to service provided to other institutions or must have a satisfactory record as a
previous supplier to Post Falls School District No. 273.

Each contractor shall be responsible for the delivery of materials of such quality and in quantities as is specified. The
bidder shall submit his bid on the proposal form furnished and shall plainly mark on the envelope:
"SEALED BID - PRODUCE”
TO BE OPENED ON AUGUST 4, 2021 AT 9:00 AM

Bids not delivered by Vendors at time of bid opening must be received by mail or in office no later than

4:00 PM on August 3, 2021 the last working day before the bid opening to ensure receipt prior to formal bid opening.
NO FAXES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

CONDITIONAL BIDS OR BIDS WITH STIPULATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

DELIVERY and APPROXIMATE USEAGE:

The vendor shall be responsible for the delivery of the products of such quality and in quantities as specified.
DELIVERY:

Delivery will be accepted site-to-site a minimum of two (2) times per week before 9:00 a.m. Ne-drop-shipments-will-be
aceepted. All proposals must include the F.O.B. cost of the transportation to the Post Falls School District building sites.

PAYMENTS:

Prices must remain firm as quoted by supplier until quantity awarded is received. Application for payment on or before
the 25th of the month, shall be paid by the 15th of the following month. Application for payment dated after the 25th of
the month, shall be paid within 30 days of the following month.

OBJECTIONS:

Written objections to specifications or bid procedures must be received by the clerk, secretary, or other authorized official
of the District at least one (1) business day before the date and time upon which bids are scheduled to be received, per
Idaho Code Section 68-2806(c).

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

Vendor selection on this project will be evaluated based on the following:

1) Price

2) Vendor reputation for providing quality materials on a timely basis.

3) Vendor who best meets the specified item as listed will be given priority in bidding a specific item.

4) Multiple vendors may be awarded individual products when it serves in the best interest of the District.
5) Location will be awarded 10 extra points for within fifteen (15) miles of the District.

The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder or bid/offer most advantageous to the
District with price and other factors considered.

Post Falls School District Produce
BID Sheet SY2021-2022

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



Estimate of Quantity to Purchase Weight Pack Size Product Description Price Extended Price
72.5 40lbs | 1507163 ct Apple Gala 1§.25| 1105.¢€3
75 40lbs | 113/125 ct Apple Gala i¢c 25| 1218, 35
55 40lbs | 112/125 ct Apple Gold Del 2 1.50 |1 82 .5©
60 40lbs | 113/125 ct Apple Grannysmith 2.5.00 [§O0., 00
365 150 ct Bananas Petite (singles) | /4,25 | 5026, =3
122.5 100-20z | Carot Baby Snack Pack | [$ 28 | (B68 .13
355 200-1.6 0z|  Carrot Baby Snack Pack | 22, /0 | 845, §O
390 Geach Cucumber .50 585, 0O
5 4-51b FX Lettuce Salad 1,35 38, 35
10 1-5 Ib FX Lettuce Salad 3,00 20.09
7.5 10-31b 360ct Halo 36+LGR 22,50 243.35
82.5 38 Ibs 113 ct Orange Navel 20.50| /69,15
62.5 ' 10 ot Pepper Green Bell LG/IXL {3, 70 23,28
95 3lb Pepper Red Bell 4,40 )8, co
25 1-51b Broccoli Flowerette 3,28 /8. 13
102.5 1-5 Ib Celery Sticks 4.00 —=1%,56
100 1-3Ib Caulifiower Flowerettes |5, 2S5 | £25, 00
7.5 4-51b Lettuce Romaine Mix 50550 | |1, 25| 84. 38
12.5 1-5 Ib Lettuce Romaine Mix 5050 | 3, 0o | 33.50
75 4-51b Lettuce Shred Med 15,26 | 114,38
132.5 1-51b Lettuce Shred Med 3.9¢6 576, 7§
180 1-31b TFS Broccoli Floret Mini | =+, 28 | |[30D5, oo
102.5 4-51b TFS Lettuce Salad Mix | 12,25 | 12855, 63
127.5 1-51b TFS Lettuce Salad Mix 2./0 395..5
25 4-51b TES Romaine 50/50Blend | 1,125 | 2 &.13
45 201b Tomato 4x4 / 4x5 15.50 693,50
100 5ibs Tomato 4x4 / 4x5 Y ,00 4 00, 00
272.5 6-10 oz Tomato Sweet Grape & 00| L1180, 00

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH MARKET CONDITIONS

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



PoOST FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT #273
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

P.O. Box 40 = Post Falls, ID 83877-0040
208-773-1658 « FAX 208-773-3218
www.pfsd.com

BIDDER CERTIFICATION FORM

1. Debarment and Suspension — In submitting this bid proposal, we hereby certify that we have not been suspended or in
any way excluded from Federal procurement actions by any Federal Agency. We fully understand that if information
contrary to this certification subsequently becomes available, such evidence may be grounds for non-award or
nullification of a bid contract.

2. Anti-Collusion — In submitting this bid proposal, we hereby certify this proposal was developed and prepared without
any collusion with any competing bidder or District employee. The content of this proposal has not been disclosed to any
competing or potentially competing bidder prior to the proposal due date and time. Furthermore, no action to persuade any
person, partnership or corporation to submit or withhold a bid has been made.

3. Anti-Lobbying — In submitting this bid proposal, we hereby certify that to the best of our knowledge and belief, no
appropriated Federal funds have been paid or will be paid by or on behalf of person associated with this proposal to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence and officer or employee of any agency, a member of Congress, an office
or employee of Congress or an employee of a member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal
contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement
and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan or cooperative
agreement.

4, National Sexual Offender Registry — In submitting this bid proposal, you certify to the District that your company
will prohibit any persons in your employ who are registered or required to register under the Idaho Sex Offender
Registration Act from participation in company business with the District if such participation would require them to be
present on school property. You certify further that you have cross checked such employees against the National Sex
Offender Registry found at the following web link:

http://www.nsopr.gov/

5. Equal Opportunity/Small Businesses — Federal affirmative action regulations mandate that an Equal Opportunity
(EO) clause be included in all contracts, subcontracts and purchase orders. Contractors and subcontractors shall abide by
the requirements which prohibit discrimination against qualified individuals based on their status as a protected class and
prohibits discrimination against all individuals based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Moreover, these
regulations require contractors and subcontractors take affirmative action to employ and advance in employment
individuals with regard to race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age.

6. Cause for Termination — We reserve the right to terminate purchases orders or contracts with due cause giving a ten
(10) day written notice or may terminate without cause giving a thirty (30() day written notice. Due cause for termination
of contract shall be, but not limited to, failure to provide services required within a reasonable time period, and/or for
reasons of unsatisfactory service or product quality. Purchase orders or contracts which extend into a subsequent fiscal
year will automatically terminate if the school district does not appropriate funds for the goods and/or services under the

purchase order W. =
’?’% Date: g -3 ‘"2-/

Signed:

7
Name & Title: é{(-ﬂ H 4 ash’ Cusner ’prf.sﬂuw*'; Ceo Phone: S ©9 — 444 —E197F0

Company: S}’o bﬁnc p-“ct\f e I i .

Address: / qeq L < C:J:e. L4 e - B [vd.

City/State: g",[)a k‘“""m L B gLy —-S5Y4Y9¥E
SCHQOOLS FOR DELIVERY

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



10.

11.

Post Falls High School
2832 E. Pole line Avenue
Post Falls, ID 83854

Post Falls Middle School
301 E. 16™ Avenue
Post Falls, ID 83854

River City Middle School
1505 N. Fir
Post Falls, ID 83854

Prairie View Elementary
2478 E. Pole line Ave.
Post Falls, ID 83854

Seltice Elementary
1101 N. Chase Road
Post Falls, ID 83854

Ponderosa Elementary

3483 E. Ponderosa Boulevard

Post Falls, ID 83854
Mullan Trail Elementary
300 W. Cherry St.

Post Falls, ID 83854

West Ridge Elementary

1758 N. Clark Fork Parkway

Post Falls, ID 83854

New Vision High School
205 W. Mullan Avenue
Post Falls, ID 83854

Greensferry Elementary
1520 N. Bunting Lane
Post Falls, ID 83854

Treaty Rock Elementary
4916 E. Hope Avenue
Post Falls, ID 83854

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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References

Selah School District No. 119- Laurie Ozanich RDN, SNS
(509)-698-8209 lauraozanich@selahschools.org

Ellensburg School District #401-Alexandra Epstein-Solfield MS, RD, SNS
(509)-925-8000 alexandra.epsteinsolfield@esd401.org

. Kennewick School District- Christine Benson

(509)-222-6258 christine.benson@ksd.org




Selah School District No. 119

¢(4L\ 316 W Naches Ave ¢ Selah, Washington 98942-1117
(509) 698-8209 ¢ FAX: (509) 698-8197

July 23, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

Selah School District has partnered with Spokane Produce since 2015 and they remain one of Nutrition
Services top vendors in the area of customer service, responsiveness, produce quality and reasonable
pricing.

Customer service is a priority for Spokane Produce and it has shown to be true over the years. If an
error occurs, even if it is made by the Nutrition Department, Spokane Produce takes steps above and
beyond to get it corrected immediately. Recently the trend across all vendors is having enough
employees to continue to provide services the same as pre-COVID. We have not had any issues with
deliveries or unknown shortages in product and if there is an issue with delivery trucks we never know
as deliveries have continued to be consistently on time. We receive an in person visit every year to look
at the year ahead which is another exceptional customer service experience.

When COVID-19 closed our schools and created a high demand for a different and pre-packaged
(perishable) product, Spokane Produce was there to respond as quickly as possible. They understood
our need and worked quickly to provide a higher volume of items that would be better suited for an off-
site meal delivery system.

As a director who is currently managing the frequent changes in guidance, rules and regulations with
COVID 19, | highly recommend Spokane Produce. They are responsive, provide excellent customer
service and have been an advocate for Child Nutrition.

;\)iﬁerely,
Laurie Ozanich' RDN, SNS

Nutrition Services Director
Selah School District



SR

SR

FE IS

1300 East Third Avenue
Ellensburg, WA 98926

www.esd40].org
Phone  509-925-8000
Fax 509-925-8025

July 26, 2021

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to recommend the services of Spokane Produce. Spokane Produce has been the primary
produce provider for the Ellensburg School District for the past six years. Their knowledge, attention-to-
detail. and reliable service have enabled us to meet the USDA child nutrition meal pattern regulations
without issue. Their products are consistently fresh and high quality. They adhere to the Buy American
Provision and provide local Washington state-sourced products whenever possible. One of the most
enjoyable aspects of working with Spokane Produce is their customer service. They are fast in their
responses and flexible regarding order changes.

| feel confident in recommending Spokane Produce.

If vou have any further questions. please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely.

P

Alexandra Epstein-Solfield, MS. RD. SNS
Child Nutrition Director
Ellensburg School District

The Ellensburg School District does not discimunate in any programs or activitics on the basis of sex. race, creed. rehigion, color, natonal ongin, age, veteran or
military ] | orientation, gender expression or dentity, disability, or the use of a traned dog guide or service amimal and provides equal access 1o the Boy
Scouts and other designated youth groups

The following cmployees have been designated to handle questions and complamts of alleged discimination Cole Kanyer, Tutle 1X Coordinator, 509-925-8315,
cole kanyer@esd401 org, 1203 E Capitol Avenue, Ellensburg, WA 98926, Kim Snider, Cival Rights Coordinator, 509-925-8007, kim smider@esd401 org. and
Section 504 Coordinator, Panty Kimmel. 509-925-8115, patncia kimmel@esd401 org. 1300 East Thud Avenue, Ellensburg. WA 98926 .
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KE‘%NEWICK

SCHOOL DISTRICT

CHRISTINE BENSON

Assistant Director of Nutrition Services

622 N Kellogg Street

Kennewick, WA 99336

(509) 222-6258 office (509) 492-6806 cell | christine.benson@ksd.org | ksd.org

July 26, 2021

To whom it may concern,

My name is Christine Benson, and | am the Nutrition Services Assistant Director for the
Kennewick School District. Our district is comprised of over 18,000 students, and of those
students nearly 60% qualify for free/reduced meals. We participate in the National School
Breakfast and Lunch Program, After-School Meal Program, Summer Food Service Program, and
the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program. All of these program provide well-balanced nutritious
meals to students.

Providing high gquality nutritious meals starts with our food vendors. For the past six years,
Spokane Produce has been our best produce vendor. Our district truly values their outstanding
customer service and exceptional produce. They are extremely accommodating with delivery
schedules, provide seasonal produce recommendations, deliver beautiful fruits and vegetables,
and are quick to resolve delivery issues. The service they provided for us for our Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Program/DoD was outstanding and will be tough to beat. | would recommend
Spokane Produce to any food service business/organization.

Sincerely,

Christine Benson
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Spokane Produce, Inc. submits the following list as additional references:

Montana state Hapner hall salad dept. -- Brenda Geddes 406-994-2277

Montana state Miller dining hall --Paul Mineau 406-994-3640

University of Montana Western — Stephanie 307-335- 2268

Hannon dining hall Montana State —Mitch 406-994- 4260

WSU athletics —Executive chef Raul Vera 509-335-9798

WSU Sports nutrition — Lindsay Brown 509-335-4665

WSU athletics nutrition — Mike Hayton / Director of foodservice 509-432-5554
East Valley School district Yakima — Stepheni Burkett / Sue Bishop 509-573-7466
Priest river Idaho School district — Terri Johnson 208-448-4439 ext. 5

Coeur D’ Alene Idaho school district — Ed Ducart / Allison Modine 208- 667-7469
Post falls Idaho School district — Donna Crateau 208-773-1625

Lewiston Idaho School district —Jodi Hoff 208-748-3064

Newport school district — Sheila Myrvang 509-447-3167

Kamiah School lunch program — Joanne 208- 935- 4010

Reardan School district — Shirley 509-796-2511

Superior Montana School district — Chandra Plakke 406-822-3600

Sheridan Elementary Montana — Linda 406-842-5302

Kellogg Idaho school district — Arlene Hendricks 208-784-1348

Waitsburg School district — Susan 509-337-6301

Dayton School district — Angie 509-382-4775



